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From Amis to Weldon, this summer promises some
first-class holiday reading. By Sebastian Shakespeare
Lionel Asbo
by Martin Amis
Qur most famous
émigré author offers
his scabrous take on
modern England.
Lionel Asbo i
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porrait of Tudor England, full of acute when he wins £140 million on the
ndd-vquhz (Fourth Estate, £20) lottery. A wicked satire of our
odebmy-obswedumsmwhnchthc
1 &luln-nn ; P e A
by : h:sphoemdxepmdwon of Amis
Boxer, Beetle was acclaimed as heroes alongside Keith Talent and
ﬁﬂ:mm John Self. (Jonathan Cape, £18.99)
energy and ideas, and Beauman's Dear Lupin by Roger and
mmhvt}pﬂ:kp?m clndumlzm
bm cenrurics, 1sa Spanning 25 years Dear hm-
book about sex, violence, space and time, is the hilarious correspondence
and how the best way to deal with history is to Botwech afaikicr and his
Weklfywmabm_toonmpaxy | wayward son. Roger
writing, you must read this. (Scepere, £16.99) Mortimer, ex-soldier turned
Sunday Times racing correspondent, gives
Habits of the House witty and affectionate advice to his Eronian
. by Fay Weldon son Charlie, who follows him into the Guards
‘? was one of the original before becoming an estate agent, second-
3 R s, Bt o i, kool o et cepled
| Downstairs, apposi ‘middle-aged, middle-class spiv’. Letter writing
F .| w0 st her new novel inan may be a dying art, but this book proves what
alihde lﬁmlmm a glorious arc it is. (Constable, £12.99)
Dilberne must marry off their son to a rich 2
= ; THE ACCEPTANCE OF VULGARITY
ey IS THE BEGINNING OF
- “"'.""'Gﬂ "’"’mz < “7“2‘1‘29""“99) e WISDOM,’ SAYS LADY DILBERNE
8y R IN FAY WELDON'S LATEST
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bliss. But when Rachel’s sexy New Yorker
cousin Ellie appears, Adam is torn between
duty and temptation, and a crisis of faith, love
and family ensues. A stylish recasting of Edith
Wharton's The Age of Innocence in Jewish north
London. Yom yom. (Chatto & Windus, £14.99)
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by Kate Summerscale by Monique Roffey
A fascinating story of desire, Mostpeo;'vledmmof
prejudice and cover-up. 1o the Caribbean; the hero of
From the author of 7he Rnﬂ"cy’snovd’s.madkeenm
comes another absorbing : house is destroyed by a flood.
Victorian melodrama: on reading his He returns to rebuild his home with his
wife's diary, Henry Robinson found a torrid six-year-old daughter, but memories of the
record of her infatuations and petitioned flood haunt him and he takes to his boat. You
for divorce on the grounds of adultery. Bur can feel the sea breeze on your face and you'll
was Isabella’s diary true or make-believe? be itching to dive into ‘the green and turquoise
‘Was she the heroine of her own romantic leopard print sea’. (Szmné‘&-buster £16.99)
Madame Bovary novel? Summerscale turns
super-sleuth again. (Bloomsbury, £16.99) The Truth by Michael Palin
A ripping yarn about a
Park Lane by Frances Osborme . stm@mgwﬁm.r’s‘hx:kybmk.
Osborne’s first novel, Park Lane, # | Keith Mabbut is commissioned
is based on her own family, as N to write the story of publicity-
was her bestselling bi shy environmentalist Hamish
The Bolser. The story chronicles Melville. Melville is everything
the lives of to Woles —oRe Mabbut admires: man of the people,
upstairs, one below — whose defender of the poor and the disadvantaged.
ﬁmmmm,dbydmﬂm,‘ Bur as he sets out to discover the real
vibrant portrait of society on the cusp of Melville, the truth unravels in glorious
change. (Virago, £14.99) fashion. An entertaining story of hero
worship, compromise and grubby
The Innocents trade-offs. (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, £18.99)
by Francesca Segal
Will he, won't he? That is the
crux of this compelling debut
sweethearts Adam and Rachel,
who are set for a life of married
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